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When will in-person, onsite 
licensing inspections and 
rating assessments resume? 

Effective July 1, 2021, Child Care 
Licensing Specialists began 
completing onsite, in-person 
inspections and investigations for 
all license types. The decision to 
resume onsite, in-person 
inspections of child care facilities 
was made in collaboration with 
the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
after reviewing current COVID-19 
data and the lift in state 
restrictions. 

Licensing Specialists will continue 
to follow safety protocols such as 
wearing a mask at all times in a 
facility, washing their hands 
immediately upon arrival to the 
building, after touching any 
materials, and prior to entering 
the infant classroom. When 
possible Licensing Specialists will 
maintain a 6-foot physical 
distance from all facility staff, 
children, and families, and allow 
the facility to check their 
temperature if requested . 

Colorado Shines rating evaluations 
are expected to resume in January 
2022. 

What cleaning procedures 
should child care providers 
follow to help limit the 
spread of COVID-19? 

Facilities should follow cleaning 
procedures as outlined by the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC). 
.(httR: / /www.cdc.gov/coronavirus 
/2019-
ncov / communitY./ disinfecting: 
building-facilitY..html) .. This 
resource remains the best source 



of information to ensure the 
safety of children and staff. 

Applicable facilities should follow 
the sanitizing and disinfecting 
requirements in the Rules and 
Regulations Governing the Health 
and Sanitation in Child Care 
Facilities in the State of Colorado 
.(httg: / / cdghe.colorado.gov / child­
care-health-regulations).. 

Should children and 
providers wear masks in 
child care facilities? 

Children and providers must wear 
masks if it is required by a public 
health order in the county where 
the facility is located. 

As of July 27, 2021 the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
recommends universal masking for 
all teachers, staff and students 
regardless of vaccination status in 
schools. 
CDPHE recommends local public 
health agencies and school 
districts consider either mask 
requirements for all unvaccinated 
individuals or all individuals in 
schools, particularly in higher-risk 
environments 
.(httg: / / covid 19. colorado. gov/ gra 
ctical-guide-for-ogerationalizing: 
cdc-school-guidance) .. Read more 
about masking in schools and child 
care facilities here 
.(httg:/ /www.cde.state.co.us/scho 
olguidance21-
22 / bestgractices#masking) .. 

CDPHE also recommends visiting 
the Center for Disease Control 
webpage, COVID-19 Guidance for 
Qgerating EarlY. Care and 
Education/Child Care Programs 
.(httgs:/ /www.cdc.gov/coronavirus 
/2019-ncov / communitY./ schools­
childcare / child-care-
guidance. html).. 



Is food assistance available? 

Yes. Providers can access food 
assistance through the Child and 
Adult Care Food Program (CACFP). 
More information is available here 
.(httP-:l /urldefense.P-roOfP-oint.co 
m/v2/ url?u=httP-S· 
3A dcfs.mY..salesforce.com sfc P-
410000012srR a 4N0000000LK3 c 

u. Fan8TZE9DY.Rv1 zHWAaomHKjvEo 
WulxZm5je8k65Q&d=DwMFaO&c=s 
dnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNic 
g64TgF1 JwNR0cs&r=H7UX9bMUTD 
FP Y.YLSZg[P-21 NVmNvOs8BteUzH 
WH1 Su0&m=37EY.b2cf75ggX2JYY.RH 
:,gkZvfda­
i8Gkst3DP2uiPgY&s=O9obhiHKGGib 
PGLwGuNCM2ELfHW WQfdvoL7XR 
xFg3Y&e=) .. 

If you are a Family Child Care 
Home, please view the CACFP Cost 
HelP- for FamilY. Child Care Homes 

f.!Y.er 
.(httP-s://dcfs.mY..salesforce.com/s 
fc/P-/410000012srR/a/4N000000AH 
MO I f06Fx. Y.Xmvl3o. PC5WtA 1 L08su 
waHrl3Y.o03rL5Hddw) .. 

For a list of CACFP sponsors in 
your area (you will need to 
contact a sponsor to apply) click 
HERE 
.(httP-s: / / dcfs. mY.. salesforce. com/ s 
fc/P-/410000012srR/a/4N000000AH 
MO I f06Fx. Y.Xmvl3o. PC5WtA 1 L08su 
waHrl3Y.o03rL5Hddw).. 

Can mothers nurse in child 
care program buildings? 

Nursing mothers should be 
accommodated as much as 
possible. A quiet space away from 
other children that also can 
provide social distancing should be 
provided. CDC guidance to 
promote and support 
breastfeeding is available here . 
. (httP-s: / /urldefense.P-roOf P-oint.co 
m/v2/url?u=httP-:. 
3A www.cdc.gov breastfeeding_r 



esources &d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9S 
RGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicg64TgE 
1 JwNR0cs&r=JwwoPWIVlkwmij8NS 

AxQOEHdollSa YEENEMt3ZAvYYk&m 

=7j088Y.UR2fEUbnVcERok2WRgJBU 
OWY.JcglJIQ.01 EdJM&s=jZPW8l-M­

cVclo7RD1 Clis7o06KY.GiSw3tclDggy 
1rl&e=). 

Where can I find updates on 
COVID-19 and learn more 
about how to respond to the 
virus? 

Child care and early education 

program operators should ref er to 
CDPHE's "Practical Guide for 

QRerationalizing CDC's School 
Guidance 

.(httR: l /covid19.colorado.gov/Rra 
ctical-guide-for-oRerationalizing: 
cdc-school-guidance)." and CDC's 
page "COVID-19 Guidance for 

QRerating EarlY. Care and 
Education/Child Care Programs 

.(httR: / /www.cdc.gov/coronavirus 
/2019-ncov / communitY./ schools­
childcare I child-care-

guidance. html)." for context­
specific guidance about COVID-19 

risk mitigation and disease 
response. These facilities may also 
be subject to state or local orders 

or mandates and should be sure to 
comply with any relevant 

regulations. 

All known or suspected outbreaks 

.(httRs: //covid19.colorado.gov/wo 
rkRlace-outbreak-guidance ). of 
COVI D-19 must be reported to the 

appropriate local RUblic health 

ggencY. 
.(httRS: / / cdRhe.colorado. gov/ RUbli 
c-information / find-Y.our-local­

RUblic-health-agencY.). within 4 
hours. 

If a provider chooses to stay 
open and children and/or 



families become ill are they 
legally liable? 

Because child care programs have 
different liability coverage, 
providers are encouraged to talk 
with their insurance carriers to 
determine what their specific 
policy covers. 

Certification, Training and Consultation FAQs 
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Colorado Child Care Assistance Program (CCCAP) 

3 FAQs 

Early Childhood Council FAQs 
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Hiring Resources and Job Opportunities for 

5 Providers and Professionals 

Update I August 27, 2021 I 

Child care and early education programs must follow any local public 
health orders that apply to the county where they are located. Refer to 
CDPHE's "Practical Guide for ORerationalizing the Center for Disease 
Control's (CDC) School Guidance (httRs:/ /covid19.colorado.gov/Rractical­
guide-for-oRerationalizing-cdc-school-guidance)." and the CDC 
webpage, "COVID-19 Guidance for ORerating EarlY. Care and 
Education/Child Care Programs (httRs://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov / communitY./ schools-childcare/ child-care-guidance. html)." for 
context-specific guidance about COVID-19 risk mitigation and disease 
response. Facilities should also comply with any relevant regulations and 
cooperate with public health on disease mitigation strategies. 

All known or suspected outbreaks 
.(httRs: / / covid 19. colorado. gov/ workRlace-outbreak-guidance ). of COVI D-
19 must be reported to the appropriate local P-Ublic health agencY. 
.(httRs: / / cdRhe.colorado.gov / RUblic-information/find-Y.our-local-Rublic­
health-agenq~). within 4 hours. 
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