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Our goals and vision: 

Create either new or improved databases w/ the goal to either link to and/or integrate these 
child care databases and where appropriate integrate with the State’s data warehouse 

  Create web-based tools that access information from your PC  
 Putting the data into desk-top tools to be accessed by many including: program, 
quality assurance, researchers and policymakers 

  We wanted an integrated data infrastructure  
 For Integration/ linking  - common identifiers are the key 
 To be able to link to outcomes 

  Build upon the work at  the SC Budget & Control Board’s Office of Research & 
Statistics with the state’s integrated data warehouse and cubes (enhance a strategic 
partnership)  

  Build upon our current strategic partnerships and develop new partnerships particularly 
in our research community 

This investment in our data infrastructure will help provide better quality information and more 
integrated information for the development of services and policy.   



Child Care related databases in SC 

  State-regulated centers/providers  (licensing provider system) 
Built internally by DSS IT staff  

  ABC centers/providers  (quality provider system) 
Built by SC Budget and Control Board, ORS staff 

  ABC Voucher/client-child  (subsidy system)  
 Parts under development by DSS IT staff   

  Professional development 
 TEACH & other CCDF funded higher education 

 Program for Infant/Toddler Care (PITC)  
  Technical assistance (registry and reporting) 

  Built by CCCCD 
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Linking helps us “Bridge”  
to Outcomes 

Child outcomes  
 How do our subsidy children perform in school? 

Connect from providers to child to outcomes  
 How do our subsidy children in different types of providers perform in 
school? 

Examine policies  
 What happens to our providers?  
 Improvement in quality scores?  Increases in what types of deficiencies? 
 Are providers improving their quality? 

Relationships of quality in providers eventually to child outcomes  
Do our subsidy children on higher quality providers perform better in school? 
As we provide bonus awards to improve quality in providers, will this translate 

to better child outcomes? 



Linking “Bridges”  
the Gap for the “Who, What, Where” 



2 Linking Methodologies: Provider & Child 

  At the Provider Level  
 An existing methodology was not available 

 Childcare Licensing 
 ABC Quality Provider 
 ABC Voucher 
 Other Provider databases / linkages (to be developed) 

  DSS IT developed the methodology for linking providers  
  Methodology had to span across two organizations  

 DSS (for Licensing and ABC Voucher)  
 ORS (for ABC Quality)  
 Web-based application 
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Linking at the Child (Person) level 

The SC Data Bridge project is tapping into an 
existing methodology that resides with our partner 
SC Budget and Control Board’s ORS 



How does linking clients work? 
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Building Cubes: Desk-top Web-based Applications 

What Is an Analytic Cube? 

  Secure Web-based 
system 
  A way to “slice & 
dice” lots of data 
   Define “slicers” or 
characteristics 
   Pre-aggregate the 
linked data 
  Developed a prelim 
Provider Licensing Cube 

















Proposed Cubes for Child Care Services 

  Cubes based on Provider Data 
Licensing  Draft cube now available & in review 
ABC Quality Reviews  Working on slicers for a joint cube w/ Licensing 
Information on ABC Voucher Providers 

  Cubes based on Child Level Data 
With agency permissions, use the Integrated Data Warehouse 
Begin with ABC Voucher children, DSS TANF & Food Stamp children, 

Medicaid 
Have drafted some initial slicers using DSS databases (some Medicaid slicers) 
Need to receive permission from SC Dept of Health & Human Services (SC’s 

Medicaid agency) 
Eventually want to add slicers (if approved by the agency) from: 

Mental Health, Disabilities, & other agencies 
SC Dept of Education 



SC Data Bridge Advisory Meeting College of Education 
Instruction &Teacher Education 

SC Pilot of the Ages & Stages 
Questionnaire Online 
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Parent Dashboard 
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308/12/10 
SC Data Bridge 
Advisory Board Meeting 
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SC Data Bridge 
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308/12/10 
SC Data Bridge 
Advisory Board Meeting 
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Pilot To Date 

Currently 2 centers enrolled 
  64% Parent Consent to share information w/ SC Data warehouse 

to link to outcomes 
  Parent completion rate of ASQ: 55-60%  (1st yr) 
  Positive Response for Child Care providers 
Recent Developments 
 Brookes issuing revised licensing agreement 

•  Expand use to 10 additional centers 
•  Use ASQ 3 (recently released) 

 Recruitment of New Programs to begin ASAP 
  Piloting use of “Net-books”   


