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Overview

tinuity matter and status of

ity research

easuring continuity
is known: Co ity in the Subsidy
am
s that affect continuity

parents leave the subsidy program

known: Stability of subsidized
arrangements

- Looking ahead —needed research



sidized arrangements (Ha, 2009a, Weber, 2005)

stable child care and discontinuous subsidy use can

negatively atfect employment stability (Blau & Robbins,
a, 1991b, Floge, 1985; Hofferth & Collins, 2000; Miller, 2005)

dy use may destabilize child care (Lowe & weisner,
2004)

= Ten yars of research on subsidy durations
- beginning with five-state study of subsidy
dynamics



Challenges in Measuring
soNtinuity in the Subsidy Program

atterns of engagement (duration of
length of breaks, number of re-

easuring the ¢ lon of subsidy spells
mple including censoring

it of analysis

ofinition of a break in service

Challenges related to data sources

= Administrative data provides relatively complete
data over long periods of time

= Survey data addresses questions unanswerable
with administrative data



What is Known About Continuity
N the Subsidy Program

10d of uninterrupted

y spells are short

Among studies use the same
ethodology (event history and one-
nth break) median spells range from 3

7 mOnthS (Grobe et al, 2008); Ha, 2009b; Meyers et al., 2002,
nayder & Schroeder, 2008; Witte & Queralt, 2005)

arents typically return for additional

spell(s)

= Findings from 7 states: IL, MD, MA, OR,
RI, TX, WI




AMmIily Factors Associated with the
SONtinuity in Subsidy Program

mily characteristics associated with

O earlt C
of causality not kno
)

ore stable employment (direction
a, 2009b; Grobe et al., 2008; Witte & Queralt,

ay be due to other factors such as more human capital,
igher management skills, or stronger social networks

nger children, more children, and higher subsidy
es (all correlated so relationship not clear)

Mixed findings on effect of age of child

u Longer for children not in school (Gardner et al., 2009; Grobe et al.,
2008; Ha, 2009b; Witte & Queralt, 2005)

= In 3 of 5 states in dynamics study, age not associated with
duration (Meyers et al., 2005)
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der Characteristics May Be
A ,_,gr] ted with the Continuity in
subsidy Program

eagues (o) & Ha (2009, v find no

latory status found associated with

nDarisons

@ Spells in center care for preschool & schoolage
- children longer in NYC (Gardner etal, 2009)



,,Jmm inity Characteristics
Iith Continuity in Subsidy
Program

communities have shorter
1; Grobe, Davis, Weber , 2010; Ha, 2009 b; Witte &

growth in employment within a county
cts longer spells



icies: eligibility level, eligibility period,
naximum payment rates

route :
7 parents behave unde of policies
ich parents participate under set of policies

ple: Parents in TANF activities have shorter spells ardneretat, 2009, 20095; Grobe et
leyers et al., 2002; Schexnayder & Schroeder, 2008; Witte & Queralt, 2005)

ANF rules may lead to shorter spells
racteristics of TANF recipients may lead to shorter spells

r copays and income eligibility associated with longer spells
& Schroeder, 2008)

Higher maximum payment rates associated with no effect (schexnayder &
Schroeder, 2008; Witte & Queralt, 2005)

Higher subsidy values associated with longer spells (Grobe et al.,
2008; Ha 2009b)

= End of eligibility period is major predictor of ending a
subsidy spell ( Grobe et al., 2008)




sons Parents Leave the
Subsidy Program
earnings account for most exits (Ha & Meyer,

1alitative study) identified following list of

raged/gave up/ too much hassle
d recertification paperwork
gibility —e.g. return to school

= Abt Follow-up Study of Issues Affecting the Duration of Child Care
Subsidies

= Oregon State University Subsidy Policy Impact Study



tability of Subsidized Child
cdre Arrangements

ame caregiver over /-9 months
| (Adams et al., 2001)

)regon (Weber, 2005)
onth is median st
gements (weber, 2005)

of all arrangements are resumed after a
of one month or more weber, 2005)

= 39% of children who return to a second
arrangement return to the same provider (Ha, 2009

E Arrangements may be in place before and/or
after use of subsidy

| of subsidized




JUestions for Future Research on
SONTNYILy in the Subsidy Program
nily, and community

associated with stable and
11in the program?

ble participe
subsidy program policies are associated
program participation or affect the

nuity of subsidy use or the stability of

lized child care arrangements or
employment?
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