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Through a Different 
Lens: Variations in the 
Conceptualization 
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INTRODUCTION TO OUR 
SESSION



Purpose of Session
Re-examination of  “what is quality?”

. . . in which settings, 

. . .  for which ages, 

. . . which ability levels, 

  . . . which racial-ethnic groups, 

  . . . which language backgrounds
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Centering Racial Equity In Quality: 
An Ecosystem Approach
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Citation: Curenton, S. M. (2023, July). Measuring Racial Equity: An Ecosystems Approach.. 
Presentation to BUILD.  Boston: Center on the Ecology of Early Development.



All children do not experience the same quality 
of care and education
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We can expand our view on quality
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Global 
Quality

Equity-
focused 
Quality

This is the “sweet spot” 
for our racially 

marginalized learners



Racial equity is at the 
heart of quality

6
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How do we promote racial 
equity in our classrooms?

…  E X PA N D I N G  O U R  U N D E RSTA N D I N G O F  Q UALI T Y  A N D  
I NV EST I NG I N  S O C I O C U LT UR A L  EQ U I T Y.
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The Six ACSES 
Dimensions
(Curenton et al., 2019)
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1. Challenging status quo knowledge

2. Equitable learning opportunities for RMLs

3. (In)equitable discipline

4. Connections to home life

5. Personalized learning opportunities 

6. RML’s participation and engagement

*RML = racially marginalized learner 



What is the 
research 
behind 
ACSES?
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Research 
Findings

1. ACSES has concurrent validity with CLASS, 
while also adding some unique information 
(divergent validity)

2. Dimensions of ACSES are associated with 
specific learning activities in PreK-3 classrooms 
like free-choice, math, and literacy

3. ACSES is associated with preschoolers’ math 
and executive function skills

4. ACSES is associated with elementary schoolers’ 
math skills, particularly Black students’

5. ACSES is associated with higher academic 
scores for elementary students, even after 
controlling for CLASS scores

6. Both elementary and preschool teachers 
showed more ACSES teaching behaviors when 
their classrooms were more diverse

7. ALL elementary teachers demonstrated the 
ACSES teaching behaviors



Using ACSES to invest in 
the skills and capacity of 
the ECE workforce and 

children we serve
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States can benefit from 
using multiple sources 

of data to measure 
equity and measuring 

these things repeatedly
RACIAL EQUITY NEEDS TO EXIST AT ALL LEVELS
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Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI)
We can’t change what we don’t measure
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Thank you!
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bu-ceed/
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ceed@bu.edu
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