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ity programs and their rigorous attention to the elements that 
make these programs so beneficial for young children. Pre-K legis-
lation would mark a major accomplishment for this committee as 
states across the country struggle to raise or maintain the quality 
of their programs in spite of impending deficits and as several gov-
ernors have put their administrations on the line on behalf of pre-
K. 

This investment can literally change children’s lives. I have 
spent my entire career in the field of early childhood education, 
and I cannot think of any other better use of our tax dollars. 

Thank you. 
[The statement of Ms. Priestly follows:]
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Ms. HIRONO. Thank you. 
Ms. Chun? 

STATEMENT OF ELISABETH CHUN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
GOOD BEGINNINGS ALLIANCE 

Ms. CHUN. Aloha. It is a pleasure and an honor to be here today 
to present to this committee on the importance of early education. 
I will give Hawaii’s perspective on an issue, and I come with a 
strong belief that there is a great potential for our nation when we 
focus our resources on our youngest children. 

The Good Beginnings Alliance was created in 1997 to provide 
leadership in our state and our communities around early child-
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