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Project Abstract:

The objective of the New England Research Center on Head Start Quality
(NERCHSQ) was to pursue integrated research studies designed to identify
indicators of Head Start quality. The Education Development Center, Inc.
collaborated with the Harvard University Graduate School of Education, the
Boston College School of Education, the Massachusetts Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, the Regional Head Start Office, and Head
Start programs throughout the Northeast to develop the NERCHSQ. The
research examined the ways in which demographic changes, such as
immigration and shifts in poverty, affect program quality. Head Start
managers’ awareness of and response to demographic changes were
examined as well as patterns of interaction and oral language used within
classrooms and across program components. A combination of integrated
observational studies, action research, and longitudinal examination of
children and families were utilized to identify indicators of program quality.
Coding systems were developed to rate classroom features and home
environments, and to track child development and family functioning. The
research teams were composed of Head Start staff and parents.
Observational and interview instruments measuring language and social
skills were developed and pilot-tested, and later used to chart child
development, family well being, and support for child development. The
center identified clusters of potential measures used in monitoring program
functions, and addressed enhancement of current database capabilities.

Sample:

7 Programs
72 Classrooms
367 Children

Measures:

Child

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test 111 (PPVT-I11)

Early Phonemic Awareness Profile

Emergent Literacy Profile

Book Concepts

Bronson Social and Task Skills Profile

Social Skills Rating Survey

Teacher Evaluation of Language and Literacy Development
Child Observation Record (High Scope)

Teacher
Teacher-Child Verbal Interaction Profile
Teacher Language and Culture Questionnaire



Parent

Parent Interview

Family and Service Workers

Family Services Language and Culture Survey
Management Practices

Information and Management Practices Inventory

Selected Findings:

1. HLM analyses revealed that the quality of classroom support for
literacy, as measured using the Early Language and Literacy
Classroom Observation tool (ELLCO), accounted for significant
variance in children's language, literacy, phonological awareness
and social development.

2. Parents' reports of support for literacy and engagement in
educational activities accounted for significant variance in children's
language development.

3. The fall-to-spring changes in phonological sensitivity of children
from Spanish speaking homes when assessed in English was highly
related to ability to do the same task in Spanish. Growth of this
ability when assessed in Spanish was highly related to improvement
in English.
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