
Measures: 
Child 
Review of School Records from 1992 through 1997 
Language Assessment Scales (LAS) - Short Form, Oral, Level 1 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)  
Raven's Standard Progressive Matrices 
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Project Abstract: 
The main purpose of this study was to research typical language 
development in children learning two languages simultaneously. One goal of 
this study was to increase the current knowledge of typical language 
development in low-income bilingual children under age three. A second goal 
was to provide the Head Start community with information about bilingual 
development to ensure cutting edge language services to children raised in 
bilingual environments. This project involved a collaboration between San 
Diego State University, University of California ( San Diego), and the 
Neighborhood House Association Head Start Program in San Diego.  
 
This two-year research project consisted of three experiments that were 
conducted with Spanish-English bilingual children at 20 and 28 months of 
age. The ways in which growth in one language influences growth in the 
other language at the lexical (vocabulary) and morphosyntactic 
(grammatical) levels were investigated. The first experiment studied lexical 
processing using an electrophysiological approach. The second experiment 
compared vocabulary scores obtained at one time point with grammatical 
complexity scores obtained eight months later. The third experiment 
compared grammatical development in the two different languages at the 
same time point. Eligible children for these studies were contacted through 
the Southwest Area Head Start and Early Head Start programs run by the 
Neighborhood House Association.  



Sample: 
n=40 bilingual children  

Measures: 
Child 
MacArthur Communicative Development Inventory 
MacArthur Inventario del Desarrollo de Habilidades Comunicativas 
Spanish and English Sentence Repetition Tests (Experimental) 
Bilingual Questionnaire 
Bilingual Complexity Measure 
Event-related Brain Potentials 
Bilingual Comprehension Book 
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Project Abstract: 
This ethnographic study explored the evolution of family involvement in 
Head Start, focusing on an ethnically diverse community. The two main 
purposes of the study were to identify those aspects of a Head Start 
program and its staff that are responsive and beneficial to multicultural 
families, and to determine the reciprocal response by these families to the 
Head Start program.  

Data was collected from multiple sources over a two-year period using two 
primary methods: participant observation and in-depth interviewing. The 
researcher participated in and observed a Head Start classroom and office 
activities two days a week. Full field notes were recorded and transcribed for 
analysis. In addition, the researcher conducted multiple in-depth interviews 
with families, teachers, and staff. The number and frequency of the 
interviews was adjusted depending on the emerging themes and patterns in 
the data. A computer software program was used to organize the data and 
to assist in textual and conceptual analysis.  


