
Measures of Parents’, Teachers’, and Children’s Relationships: 
Student-Teacher Relationship Scale (Teacher Report) (STRS; Pianta, 2001) 
Parent-Teacher Involvement Questionnaire (Parent & Teacher Versions) 
(CPPRG, 1991) 
Parent Daily Report of Parental Involvement in Child’s Learning Activities 
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Project Abstract: 
This study intends to take a population-based look at the protective benefit 
of Head Start in an entire cohort of children who are transitioning into 
kindergarten in a large, urban school district and who live in a context of 
multiple early risks to development. There are three primary purposes of the 
proposed research study. The first is to understand the unique influences of 
child maltreatment, homelessness, high lead exposure, and low maternal 
education on academic and behavioral adjustment for an entire cohort of 
children entering kindergarten. The second purpose is to examine the 
protective benefits of having a Head Start experience for academic and 
behavior adjustment among these kindergarten children living in a context 
of multiple risks. Finally, this study proposes to investigate whether the 
protective benefit of Head Start is maintained through the end of first grade. 
The proposed study will analyze a subset of data from a longitudinal study 
using the Kids Integrated Data System (KIDS). KIDS is designed to integrate 
data across city agencies for research to inform public policy and practice. 
This unique capacity allows for population-based epidemiological research 
that considers the complex contexts in which children and families live. 

Sample:  
All children who were enrolled in public kindergarten and continued through 
first grade in a large urban school district (N = 8,300). The average age of 
children at kindergarten entry is 5.5 years (SD = 0.47). Half the children in 
the sample are male (50%) and the race/ethnicity demographics of the 



sample match those of the entire kindergarten cohort: 15% Caucasian, 66% 
African American, 15% Hispanic, 4% Asian, and 1% other. 

Measure of Child Experience: 
The Early Care and Education Interview (ECEI) (Parent-Teacher Interview) 
(Fantuzzo & Cohen, 2003) 

Child Outcome Measures: 
Developmental Reading Assessment (Kindergarten only) (DRA; Pearson 
Learning Group, 2003) 
TerraNova, Second Edition (First Grade only) (CTB/McGraw-Hill, 1997) 
Learning Behaviors Performance Assessment (Fantuzzo, Rouse, McDermott, 
Sekino, Childs, & Weiss, 2005) 
Social Skills Performance Assessment (Fantuzzo, Rouse, McDermott, Sekino, 
Childs, & Weiss, 2005) Program and School Attendance 

Measures of Risk Factors: 
Substantiated reports of child maltreatment 
High lead exposure 
Homeless experience 
Low maternal education 
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Project Abstract: 
This project is designed to illuminate possible protective factors that 
promote resiliency among at-risk children. Building on findings from a pilot 
study conducted with Head Start children, parents, and teachers, the current 
study will examine the contextual correlates (i.e., socioeconomic status 
[SES] and parenting practices) and biologically-based, child-specific 
correlates (i.e., child temperament and executive functioning) of ADHD 
symptoms and aggressive behaviors in preschoolers. Data will be collected 


